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SOVIET EXILES AND THE HELSINKI DECLARATION 


ANNCR: VOA NEWS ANALYST RONALD J. DUNLAVEY HAS THESE THOUGHTS 
ON THE ARRIVAL OF TWO HORE SOVIET INTELLECTUALS IN THE WEST: 
VOICE: 

THE DEPARTURE THIS MONTH FROM THE SOVIET UNION OF TY!0 OF 
ITS MORE PROMINENT CITIZENS HAS ONCE AGAIN EMPHASIZED THE DIFFICULT 
LOT OF THE DISSENTER IN SOVIET SCCIETY. IT RAISES QUESTIONS, TOO, 
ABOUT WHETHER THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT INTENDS TO APPLY THE PRINCIPLES 
OF LAST YEAR'S HELSINKI DECLARATION TO ITS OWN PEOPLE. 

ANDREL AMALRIK, THE HISTORIAN, LEFT FOR THE WEST ON JULY 
FIFTEENTH, AFTER MORE THAN A DECADE OF STRUGGLING AGAINST GOVERNHENT 
ATTEMPTS TO SILENCE HIli, HE HAD SERVED TIHE IN PRISON AND IN 
SIBERIA, HAD BEEN FORBIDDEN TO LIVE IN MOSCOW, HAD BEEN THREATENED 
AND INTIMIDATED. EVEN WHEN HE WAS PERMITTED TO LEAVE--~-IN 
EFFECT, TO GO INTO EXILE--HE WAS DEPRIVED OF HIS SOVIET CITIZENSHIP, 

VIKTOR KORCHNOI, THE SOVIET CHESS GRANDMASTER AND THE 
WORLD'S RANKING NUMBER THO CHESS PLAYER, CHOSE A DIFFERENT BUT 
FAMILIAR METHOD=--DEFECTION. IN AMSTERDAM FOR A TOURNAMENT, HE 
WENT TO THE CITY POLICE EARLIER THIS WEEK AND ASKED FOR POLITICAL 
ASYLUM. HE, TOO, HAD BEEN IN DISFAVOR WITH SOVIET OFFICIALDOM, 

ADHETTEDLY, IN STALIN'S TINE itR. AMALRIK WOULD NOT HAVE EVEN 
BEEN GIVEN THE CHOICE OF EXILE, AND HR. KORCHNOET PROBABLY WOULD 
NOT HAVE BEEN ALLOWED TO TRAVEL OUTSIDE THE SOVIET UNION AND 
THUS GIVEN A CHANCE TO DEFECT. HEVERTHELESS, THE LOT OF THE 
SOVIET DISSIDENT IS STILL A HARSi! ONE, AND THE HORE PROMINENT 


OF THEM HAVE BY NOW BECOME---AS ONE ODSERVER PUT IT---"A 
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LENGTHENING PROCESSION OF INTELLECTUALS HOUNDED OUT OF THEIR OWN 
COUNTRY." AS FOR THE LESSER-KNOW! DISSIDENTS---THOSE 
WHOSE FATE 1S LESS LIKELY TO CAUSE AN INTERNATIONAL OUTCRY--- 
THEY CONTINUE TO FIND THEMSELVES HARRASSED, IiiPRISONED AND 
CONFINED TO LABOR CAMPS OR HENTAL INSTITUTIONS. COPT.) WHEN 
SCIENTIST ANDREI SAKHAROV WAS FORBIDDEN TO TRAVEL TO OSLO LAST 
NOVEMBER TO ACCEPT THE NOBEL PRIZE, HIS WIFE SUMMED UP THE SITUATION 
IN THESE WORDS: "THERE HAS BEEN ABSOLUTELY NO REAL IMPROVEMENT 
IN THE DIRECTION OF HORE HUIIAN RIGHTS FREEDOM IN THE SOVIET UNION." 
CEND OPT.) 

NEXT SUNDAY IS THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE HELSINKI 
DECLARATION---ISSUED AFTER LAST YEAR'S CONFERENCE ON SECURITY 
AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE, THE RECORD SHOWS THAT THERE HAVE 
BEEN SOME HODEST EFFORTS BY THE SOVIET UNION TO IMPLEMENT SOME 
PROVISIONS OF THE DECLARATION, BUT AN ITiPORTANT PART OF THE 
HELSINKI DOCUMENT CALLS FOR "RESPECT FOR HUIMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL 
FREEDOHS." IN THE WEST, CONSIDERABLE IMPORTANCE IS ATTACHED TO 
THIS AND SIMILAR HUMANITARIAN PROVISIONS, THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT'S 
TREATMENT OF ITS OMN DISSIDEHTS IN THE YEAR SINCE HELSINKI] DOES 
NOT, IN THE VIEW OF HOST ODSERVERS, REFLECT A SERIOUS INTENT 
TO FULFILL THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE DECLARATION IN THE AREA OF 
“HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS." WHICH RECALLS WHAT 
PRESIDENT FORD SAID AT HELSINKI: “HISTORY WILL JUDGE THIS CONFERENCE 


NOT BY WHAT WE SAY HERE TODAY, BUT BY WHAT WE DO TOMORROW.” 


